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A method, device, and system for surge current protection on
a circuit including a three-phase inverter and a capacitive
load. The inverter can be controlled to connect the capacitive
load with different direct current voltage potentials. In a
pre-charging mode, the capacitive load is connected with the
a first direct current voltage potential via a current-limiting
element to limit a start-up current. In a normal operating
mode following the pre-charging mode, the inverter is
controlled to directly connect the capacitive load with the
different direct current voltage potentials.
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1
DEVICE AND METHOD FOR SURGE
CURRENT PROTECTION DURING THE
OPERATION OF A CAPACITIVE LOAD ON A
THREE-PHASE INVERTER

CLAIM FOR PRIORITY

This application claims the benefit of priority to German
Application No. DE 102014208834.8 filed May 12, 2014,
the contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The invention concerns a device and a method for surge
current protection during the operation of a capacitive load
on a three-phase inverter.

BACKGROUND

Field work with electrically driven implements and/or
attachments with agricultural tractors is becoming increas-
ingly important. Providing the electrical energy needed for
this is carried out by the agricultural tractor, and for this
reason, it has one or more sockets to supply the electrically
driven implement with electrical energy. The sockets are
typically in the rear section. Such a configuration is known,
for example, from agricultural tractors of the 6RE model
from John Deere. The sockets can be connected here with a
three-phase inverter, supplied from a direct current interme-
diate circuit of the agricultural tractor. The three-phase
inverter comprises, for each of the phases, two switching
devices, which are serially located between a positive and a
negative supply voltage potential of the direct current inter-
mediate circuit, wherein a pickup, leading to an associated
first, second, or third load output of the three-phase inverter,
is provided between the switching devices. In this way, it is
possible to connect each of the load outputs, either with the
positive supply voltage potential or the negative supply
voltage potential of the direct current intermediate circuit,
wherein it is possible, by an appropriate control of the
switching devices, to produce not only a two- or three-phase
alternating current, but also a direct current. In the latter
case, relatively high start-up currents may appear precisely
with the start-up of capacitive loads, which has required an
expensive internal performance monitoring system for the
regulation of the three-phase inverter.

SUMMARY

The device in accordance with the invention can include
a three-phase inverter with first second and third load
outputs, which can be connected with a first direct current
voltage potential or a second direct current potential that
differs, in comparison to the first direct current voltage
potential, by the appropriate control of the associated
switching devices. In a pre-charging mode, by controlling
the switching means in a current-limiting branch, the capaci-
tive load can be connected with the first direct current
voltage potential, via the first load output, by means of an
intermediate current-limiting element, in particular a cur-
rent-limiting resistor or a current-limiting inductance, and,
via the third load output, with the second direct current
voltage potential, so that a start-up current that appears
between the three-phase inverter and the capacitive load is
limited in accordance with its magnitude. In a normal
operating mode, following the charging mode, the capacitive
load is directly connected, via the second load output, with
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the first direct current voltage potential and, via the third
load output, with the second direct current voltage potential,
by controlling the switching devices in a power supply
branch.

In other words, the switching devices of the three-phase
inverter, which are in any case available, are used to
implement the two modes wherein, in addition to a changed
control, only an additional current limitation element is to be
provided. The device in accordance with the invention is
therefore characterized by a particularly low additional
construction expense.

The switching devices are typically power MOSFETs or
IGBTs, which are controlled by means of a control device,
comprised by the three-phase inverter, to make available a
desired output current type, optionally, a two- or three-phase
current or a direct current. The switching from the pre-
charging mode to the normal operating mode can be time-
controlled by the control device, or in accordance with a
start-up current detected by means of the current-limiting
element. The latter makes it possible for the current limita-
tion to be cancelled only if the start-up current flowing
during the pre-charging of the capacitive load and detected
by means of the current-limiting element has dropped to
noncritical values.

The current-limiting element in the normal operating
mode can be short-circuited at least occasionally, in order to
avoid a possible interruption of the power supply of the
capacitive load, as may occur in the case of a sequential
switching from the pre-charging mode to the normal oper-
ating mode.

The control device can control the switching devices of
the three-phase inverter in such a way that during the
pre-charging mode, only the switching devices in the cur-
rent-limiting branch located between the first load output
and the first direct current voltage potential or the third load
output and the second direct current voltage potential are
closed, whereas the other switching devices remain open. In
the subsequent normal operating mode, the switching device
in the power supply branch located between the second load
output and the first direct current voltage potential is also
closed by the control device, so that the current-limiting
element in the power supply branch is bridged over and any
existing current limitation during the supply of the capaci-
tive load with electrical energy is cancelled. Subsequently,
the switching devices in the current-limiting branch located
between the first load output and the first direct current
voltage potential can be opened, or else continue to be
closed.

Typically, the first direct current voltage potential is a
positive supply voltage potential and/or the second direct
current voltage potential is a negative supply voltage poten-
tial of a potential-free direct current circuit provided for the
supply of the three-phase inverter. The direct current circuit
can be a direct current intermediate circuit supplied from an
electrical energy storage unit and/or a crankshaft generator,
wherein the three-phase current produced by the crankshaft
generator is rectified before being introduced into the direct
current intermediate circuit by means of an additional,
inversely operated three-phase inverter. The electrical
energy storage unit is, for example, a lithium ion battery that
is common in vehicle uses.

The capacitive load can be designed as a storage capacitor
for the operation of a direct current load, for example, a
three-phase current motor, operated via an appropriate three-
phase inverter. The storage capacitor is thereby used for
buffering possible load peaks during the operation of the
direct current load.
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Moreover, it is conceivable to provide an electric plug
connection for the reversible separation of the device in
accordance with the invention into a power supply module,
comprising a three-phase inverter, and a drive module,
comprising the capacitive load, wherein the current-limiting
element is associated either with the power supply module
or the drive module. The power supply module can be one
of several electrical systems of the agricultural tractor,
whereas the drive module can be a component of an elec-
trically driven implement or attachment. For the case in
which the current-limiting element is associated with the
drive module, its value can be specifically adapted to the
individual capacitive load or the start-up current that can, in
that respect, be expected during the start-up. An association
with the power supply module has, on the other hand, the
advantage that a surge current protection can also take place
with those drive modules which themselves do not have a
corresponding current-limiting element. Since, in this case,
a common current-limiting element is provided for all
capacitive loads that may appear, its value is to be selected
in such a way that this reliably covers all start-up currents
that are to be expected. The electrical plug connection can be
constructed on the tractor as a socket placed in the rear or
front section. A complementarily designed plug coupling
can be connected to this on the implement. The socket or the
plug coupling can be used, in addition to making available
electrical energy, to transfer diverse data or sensor signals
for the control and monitoring of the electrically driven
implement or the drive module comprised by it.

The device in accordance with the invention or the
method in accordance with the invention for surge current
protection during the operation of a capacitive load on a
three-phase inverter is explained in more detail below, with
the aid of the appended drawings. Components which, with
respect to their function, coincide or are comparable are
thereby marked with the same reference symbols.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description of the drawings refers to the
accompanying figures in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustrating a first example embodi-
ment of the device in accordance with the invention for
surge current protection during the operation of a capacitive
load on a three-phase inverter in a pre-charging mode.

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustrating the first example
embodiment of the device in accordance with the invention
shown in FIG. 1, in a normal operating mode, following the
pre-charging mode.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustrating a second example
embodiment of the device for surge current protection in
accordance with the invention during the operation of a
capacitive load on a three-phase inverter in a pre-charging
mode;

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustrating the example embodi-
ment of the device in accordance with the invention shown
in FIG. 3, in a normal operating mode, following the
pre-charging mode; and

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating an example method in
accordance with the invention for surge current protection
during the operation of a capacitive load on a three-phase
inverter.

Like reference numerals are used to indicate like elements
throughout the several figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS. 1 and 2 show a first example embodiment of the
device in accordance with the invention for an agricultural
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4

tractor (not shown) in various modes, wherein the first
example embodiment is described in the context of the mode
of functioning of the device in accordance with the invention
with reference to the method in accordance with the inven-
tion shown in FIG. 5.

The device 10 comprises a three-phase inverter 14 of a
conventional design, which is supplied from a direct current
intermediate circuit 12 of the agricultural tractor. The direct
current intermediate circuit 12, buffered by means of a first
storage capacitor 16, is supplied, in turn, from an optionally
provided electrical energy storage unit 18, in the form of a
lithium ion battery, common in vehicle applications, and/or
a crankshaft generator 20 of the agricultural tractor, wherein
the three-phase current produced from the crankshaft gen-
erator 20 is rectified, by means of an additional inversely
operated three-phase inverter 22, before its introduction into
the direct current intermediate circuit 12. The direct current
intermediate circuit 12 is hereby made potential-free for the
galvanic separation, relative to the ground potential of the
agricultural tractor.

The three-phase inverter 14 comprises two switching
devices 24a, 24f3, 24y, 26c., 26, 26y, which are located
serially between a positive supply voltage potential -DC of
the direct current intermediate circuit 12, for each of the
three phases a, 3, y, wherein a pickup, leading to an
associated first, second, or third load output 28c, 283, 28y
of the three-phase inverter 14, is provided between the
switching devices 24a, 243, 24y, 26c., 263, 26y. The switch-
ing devices 24c., 24f3, 24y, 26a., 263, 26y, designed in the
case under consideration as IGBTs, can be controlled by a
control device 30 comprising the three-phase inverter 14. By
a corresponding control of the switching devices 24a., 24p,
24y, 260, 263, 26y, it is possible to connect each of the load
outputs 28a., 2803, 28y either with the positive supply voltage
potential +DC or the negative supply voltage potential -DC
of' the direct current intermediate circuit 12. This permits the
production of both a two- or three-phase alternating current
as well as a direct current.

The following considerations are limited to a direct cur-
rent operation of the three-phase inverter 14 and a capacitive
load 34 connected to the three-phase inverter 14 via an
electrical plug connection 32.

The electrical plug connection 32 is used for the revers-
ible separation of the device 10 into a power supply module
36, comprising the three-phase inverter 14, and a drive
module 38, comprising the capacitive load 34. The power
supply module 36 is one of several electrical systems of the
agricultural tractor, whereas the drive module 38 is a com-
ponent of a non-depicted, electrically driven implement or
attachment.

The electrical plug connection 32 is made as a socket 40,
which is placed in the rear or front section of the tractor. A
complementarily designed plug coupling 42 can be con-
nected to the socket 40 on the implement. The socket 40 or
plug coupling 42 is used for, in addition to making available
electrical energy, the transfer of diverse data or sensor
signals for the control and monitoring of the electrically
driven implement or the drive module 38 comprised by it.

In the case under consideration, the capacitive load 34 is
designed as a second storage capacitor 44 for the operation
of a direct current load 46 comprised by the electrically
driven implement or the drive module 38, for example, a
three-phase motor 50 operated via an associated three-phase
inverter 48. The second storage capacitor 44 is hereby used
for increasing the capacity of the first storage capacitor 16
and thus for buffering possible load peaks during the opera-
tion of the direct current load 46.



US 9,490,691 B2

5

FIG. 1 shows the device 10 in a pre-charging mode
LOADMODE, in which the capacitive load 34 is connected
with the positive supply voltage potential +DC by control-
ling the switching devices 24a, 26y in a current-limiting
branch 52, via the first load output 28c, by means of a
current-limiting element 54 in the form of an interposed
current-limiting resistor 56, and with the negative supply
voltage potential via the third load output 28y, so that a
start-up or charging current 1 that appears between the
three-phase inverter 14 and the capacitive load 34 is limited
in accordance with its magnitude. Such a charging current |
always appears if the capacitive load 34 is not sufficiently
charged when it is started. In accordance with the example,
the current-limiting resistor 56 is associated with the power
supply module 36. It should be noted hereby that, instead of
the current-limiting resistor 56, the use of a current-limiting
inductance is also conceivable.

FIG. 2 shows the device 10 in a normal operating mode
NORMMODE, following the pre-charging mode LOAD-
MODE, in which the capacitive load 34 is directly connected
with the positive supply voltage potential +DC, via the
second load output 28, by controlling the switching devices
248, 26y in a power supply branch 58, and with the negative
supply voltage potential —-DC, via the third load output 28y,
and any existing current limitation is cancelled during the
supply of the capacitive load 34 with electrical energy.

As can be deduced from the flow chart shown in FIG. 5,
due to an operator request prompted via an operating ele-
ment 60 and indicated in FIG. 1, the method for the
operation of the device 10 is started as soon as the control
device 30 detects, in an initialization step 100, that a direct
current operation of the three-phase inverter 14 is intended.

In a first step 102, following the initialization step 100, the
device 10 is put into the pre-charging mode LOADMODE.
To this end, the control device 30 controls the three-phase
inverter 14 in such a way that only the switching devices
240, 26y in the current-limiting branch 52 located between
the first load output 28c and the positive supply voltage
potential +DC or the third load output 28y and the negative
supply voltage potential -DC are closed, whereas the other
switching devices 24f, 24y, 26c, 26 remain open.

In order to decide whether the pre-charging mode LOAD-
MODE is to be ended and the device 10 is to be placed in
the normal operating mode NORMMODIE, a test is carried
out in a second step 104 to determine whether a time counter
T has fallen short and/or a prespecified threshold value Iref
has not been attained by the charging current I since the
beginning of the direct current operation. If this is true, then
one continues with a third step 106 in which the device 10
is switched to the normal operating mode NORMMODE.
Otherwise, the second step 104 is run through once again.
The switching from the pre-charging mode LOADMODE to
the normal operating mode NORMMODE is therefore car-
ried out by the control device 30 in a time-controlled manner
or in accordance with the charging current I that is detected
by means of the current-limiting resistor 56 via a sensor line
62, shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The latter makes it possible for
the current limitation to be cancelled when the charging
current I flowing during the pre-charging of the capacitive
load 34 and detected by means of the current-limiting
resistor 56 has dropped to noncritical values, therefore,
when the voltages applied on the two storage capacitors 16,
44 are essentially the same.

For the switching of the device 10 from the pre-charging
mode LOADMODE to the normal operating mode NORM-
MODE, the switching device 24f in the power supply
branch 58 located between the second load output 28 and
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the positive supply voltage potential +DC is also closed in
the third step 106, so that the current-limiting resistor 56 is
short-circuited or bridged over in the power supply branch
58. Subsequently, the switching device 24 in the current-
limiting branch 52 located between the first load output 28c
and the positive supply voltage potential +DC is opened in
accordance with the representation in FIG. 2 or continues to
remain closed.

In other words, the current-limiting resistor 56 is, at least
from time to time, short-circuited in the normal operating
mode in order to avoid a possible interruption of the power
supply of the capacitive load 34, as is conceivable in the case
of a sequential switching of the device 10 from the pre-
charging mode to the normal operating mode.

In a final step 106, following the second step 104, the
method is finally ended.

FIGS. 3 and 4 show a second example embodiment of the
device in accordance with the invention. This differs from
the first example embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 only
in that the current-limiting resistor 56 is associated with the
drive module 38. With regard to the mode of functioning of
the device 10, there are no differences, so that, in this
respect, reference is made to the preceding embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A power supply module of a tractor for providing
electrical energy to a drive module of an implement having
a capacitive load, the power supply module comprising:

a three-phase inverter with first, second, and third load
outputs, the three-phase inverter having a plurality of
switching devices; and

a control device for controlling the switching devices, the
control device configured to control the switching
devices to connect the first, second, and third load
outputs with a first direct current voltage potential or a
second direct current voltage potential that differs from
the first direct current voltage potential;

wherein, in a pre-charging mode, the control device is
configured to control the switching devices to connect
the capacitive load with the first direct current voltage
potential through a current-limiting element, the cur-
rent-limiting element being a current-limiting resistor
or a current-limiting inductance, and to directly connect
the capacitive load to the second direct current voltage
potential so that a start-up current between the three-
phase inverter and the capacitive load is limited; and

wherein, in a normal operating mode following the pre-
charging mode, the control device is configured to
control the switching devices to directly connect the
capacitive load with the first direct current voltage
potential via the second load output and to directly
connect the capacitive load with the second direct
current voltage potential via the third load output.

2. The power supply module of claim 1, wherein, during
normal operating mode, the control device is configured to
control the switching devices to at least from time to time
short-circuit the current-limiting element.

3. The power supply module of claim 1, wherein the first
direct current voltage potential is a positive supply voltage
potential and/or the second direct voltage potential is a
negative direct current voltage potential of a potential-free
direct current circuit for supply of the three-phase inverter.

4. The power supply module of 1, wherein the capacitive
load is a storage capacitor for operation of a direct current
load.

5. The power supply module of 1, further comprising an
electrical plug connection between the power supply module
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and the capacitive load, wherein the current-limiting ele-
ment is associated with either the power supply module or
with the capacitive load.

6. The power supply module of 5, wherein capacitive load
is included in a drive module, wherein the current-limiting
element is included in the drive module.

7. The power supply module of claim 5, wherein the
current-limiting element is included in the power supply
module.

8. A system for current surge protection during the opera-
tion of a capacitive load, the system comprising:

a power supply module including

a three-phase inverter with first, second, and third load
outputs, the three-phase inverter having a plurality of
switching devices, and

a control device for controlling the switching devices,
the control device configured to control the switch-
ing devices to connect the first, second, and third
loads with a first direct current voltage potential or a
second direct current voltage potential that differs
from the first direct current voltage potential;

a drive module including a capacitive load;

a plug connection for connecting the power supply mod-

ule with the drive module;

wherein, in a pre-charging mode, the control device is

configured to control the switching devices to connect
the capacitive load with the first direct current voltage
potential through a current-limiting element and to
directly connect the capacitive load to the second direct
current voltage potential so that a start-up current
between the three-phase inverter and the capacitive
load is limited; and

wherein, in a normal operating mode following the pre-

charging mode, the control device is configured to
control the switching devices to directly connect the
capacitive load with the first direct current voltage
potential via the second load output and to directly
connect the capacitive load with the second direct
current voltage potential via the third load output.

15
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9. The system of claim 8, wherein the current-limiting
element is associated with the power supply module.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the current-limiting
element is associated with the drive module.

11. The system of claim 8, wherein the current-limiting
element is a current-limiting resistor or a current-limiting
inductance.

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the power-supply
module is on a tractor and the drive module is on an
implement.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the current-limiting
element is on the tractor.

14. The system of claim 12, wherein the current-limiting
element is on the implement.

15. A method for surge current protection during the
operation of a capacitive load on a three-phase inverter, the
three-phase inverter having first, second, and third load
outputs and associated switching devices for connecting the
first, second, and third load puts with a first direct current
voltage potential or a second direct current voltage potential
that differs in comparison with the first direct current voltage
potential, the method comprising:

during a pre-charging mode, controlling the switching

devices to connect the capacitive load with the first
direct current voltage potential through a current-lim-
iting element, the current-limiting element being a
current-limiting resistor or a current-limiting induc-
tance, and to directly connect the capacitive load to the
second direct current voltage potential so that a start-up
current between the three-phase inverter and the
capacitive load is limited; and

during a normal operating mode following the pre-charg-

ing mode, controlling the switching devices to directly
connect the capacitive load with the first direct current
voltage potential via the second load output and to
directly connect the capacitive load with the second
direct current voltage potential via the third load out-
put.



